Besides his excellent scientific work on haemodialysis adequacy, Dr Daugirdas is the very successful editor of the popular web-based educational programme, HDCN, as well as the renowned editor of the widely read Handbook of Dialysis.

As a somewhat reversed continuum to the haemodialysis handbook, Dr Daugirdas has now edited the actual Handbook of Chronic Kidney Disease Management. He has assembled a vast number of authors, who have succeeded in summarizing the current state of chronic kidney disease (CKD) management with a focus on approaching the patient before he/she reaches the stages of either CKD 5D or transplantation. Virtually, every aspect of patient care is described in 44 chapters and 2 appendices. Each chapter is followed by a carefully selected reference list, some references as recent as 2010. Where appropriate, case histories are inserted in the chapters to illustrate some of the management principles. Every chapter also contains illustrative tables and figures.

As expected, most authors are from North America, and this explains why some chapters are focused on epidemiology and renal care in the USA and Canada, but many contributions are from authors from Europe, Asia and Australia--New Zealand, giving the book a truly international flavour.

In the short-time span of only 5--6 weeks that I have used this book, mostly as reference and background reading for papers submitted to *Nephrology, Dialysis Transplantation*, I was never disappointed. Although the overall level of the book's content is very high, I particularly enjoyed reading the chapters on pregnancy and CKD, the role of fructose (one of my favourite topics since I had the opportunity to listen to several of Rick Johnson's lectures addressing this subject) and, undoubtedly biased by this reviewer's age, the chapter on CKD management in the elderly.

I also admired the excellent contributions on the nutritional and dietary aspects of the pre-end-stage renal disease management; most of these chapters were written by expert dietitians.

Overall, this is a book for the busy practitioner of nephrology, but of course also the clinical nephrologist as well as every other member of the multidisciplinary team that ideally should accompany the CKD patient and his family should find this book of interest.

With this book, Dr Daugirdas has once again paid a great service to the nephrological community and to our patients.
